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horrible crime. But we are seized with fear also and, therefore,
we cannot take this doctrine to our homes. And we have got
a superstitious veneration for our family traditions and for the
members of our family. You say, " My parents' will die if I
tell them that I, at least, can no longer partake of this crime/'
I say that Prahlada never considered that his father would die
if he pronounced the sacred syllables of the name of Vishnu.
On the contrary, he made the whole of that household ring
from one corner to another, by repeating that name even in the
sacred presence of his father. And so you and I may do this
thing in the sacred presence of our parents. If, after receiving
this rude shock, some of them expire, I think that would be
no calamity. It may be that some rude shocks of the kind might
have to be delivered. So long as we persist in these things which
have been handed down to us for generations, these incidents
may happen. But there is a higher law of Nature, and in due
obedience to that higher law my parents and myself should
make that sacrifice.
And next we come to
Hand-Weaving
You may ask: " Why should we use our hands ? " and
say, " the manual work has got to be done by those who are
illiterate. I can only occupy myself with reading literature and
political essays." I think we have to realize the dignity of
labour. If a barber or shoe-maker attends a college, he ought
not to abandon the profession of barber or shoe-maker. I con-
sider that a barber's profession is just as good as the profession
of medicine.
Politics
Last of an, wneu .y^u have conformed to these rules, think
that then, and not till then, you may come to politics and dabble
in them to your heart's content, and certainly you will then
never go wrong. Politics, divorced of religion, has absolutely
no meaning. If the student-world crowd the political platforms
of this country, to my mind, it is not necessarily a healthy sign
of national growth; but that does not mean that you, in your
student-life, ought not to study politics. Politics are a part of
our being; we ought to understand our national institutions,
and we ought to understand our national growth and all those